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SPECIFICATIONS: 15–30mm
(15.62–29.20mm tested), f/3.5–4.5
(f/3.78–4.60 tested), 17 elements in
13 groups.
Focusing turns 70 degrees counter-
clockwise.
Zoom ring turns 50 degrees counter-
clockwise.
Focal lengths marked at 15-, 17-, 20-,
24-, and 30mm.

Diagonal View Angle: 111–72
degrees.
Weight: 1 lbs 55⁄8 oz.
Filter size: NA 
Mounts: Canon AF, Minolta AF, Nikon
AF, Pentax AF, and Sigma AF.
Lenshood: Included.
Softcase: Included.
List price: $1,054.
Street price: Approx. $549.
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@ 20mm
MAG 5 6 8 12 17 22
Size 4x6 5x7 8x10 11x14 16x20 20x24
3.8 96.4 96.0 94.8 92.2 87.3 81.3
5.6 96.4 96.1 94.9 92.3 87.5 81.6
8.0 96.5 96.2 95.0 92.5 88.0 82.4
11.0 96.7 96.4 95.3 92.9 88.7 83.7
16.0 96.7 96.4 95.3 92.9 88.7 83.7
22.0 96.3 95.9 94.7 92.0 87.2 81.3
27.0 96.4 96.0 94.8 92.1 87.3 81.4

@ 15mm
MAG 5 6 8 12 17 22
Size 4x6 5x7 8x10 11x14 16x20 20x24
3.5 96.9 96.6 95.6 93.4 89.5 84.8
4.0 96.9 96.6 95.6 93.4 89.4 84.7
5.6 97.2 96.9 95.9 93.8 90.3 86.1
8.0 97.2 97.0 96.0 94.0 90.6 86.7
11.0 97.0 96.7 95.7 93.4 89.7 85.2
16.0 96.8 96.4 95.3 92.9 88.8 84.0
22.0 96.4 96.1 94.9 92.2 87.4 81.4

@ 30mm
MAG 5 6 8 12 17 22
Size 4x6 5x7 8x10 11x14 16x20 20x24
4.5 96.5 96.2 95.0 92.3 87.1 81.1
5.6 96.6 96.2 95.1 92.4 87.3 81.4
8.0 96.6 96.2 95.0 92.3 87.2 81.4
11.0 96.6 96.2 95.0 92.3 87.4 81.7
16.0 96.4 96.1 94.8 92.0 87.0 81.1
22.0 95.8 95.3 93.8 90.5 84.3 77.0
27.0 94.8 94.3 92.5 88.3 79.7 69.3
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Hands On: Lens is unusually large for a variable aper-
ture, wide-angle zoom, but lightweight. It’s finished in an
attractive matte black subtly flecked with metallic highlights.
Zoom and focusing rings have ribbed and rubberized col-
lars for improved gripping. Both are adequately wide and
well-positioned. Zoom ring turns with slight stiffness; focus-
ing ring’s action is somewhat overdamped. The latter dou-
bles as a push/pull collar switch for auto- or manual focus.
The push/pull mechanism is also somewhat stiff. Footage
and metric distance scales, recessed behind a plastic win-
dow, are white on black, but the digits are small and
crowded, as on most ultra-wide angles. Other markings
include a depth-of-field scale for the 15mm focal length
and an infrared focusing mark. Aperture ring is click-
stopped in full-stop intervals except for an unmarked
detente at f/4.5. The butterfly-type lens shade is fixed. The
lens uses a two-part cap with a hood-like collar fitting over
the nonremoveable shade; the collar accepts a convention-
al 82mm lenscap that snaps into place. As is common with
most ultrawide and fisheye lenses, Sigma’s new 15–30mm
doesn’t accept threaded filters. Instead, a clamp-like filter
holder behind the rear lens element accepts gelatin filters.
A metal template is supplied to aid in cutting 23x25mm
plastic filters to size. 
In the Lab: SQF data at all tested focal lengths was
excellent—an extraordinary performance for an ultrawide-
angle zoom. Noticeable barrel distortion was recorded at
15mm (1.45%); minimal pincushion distortion was seen at
20mm (0.40%); and noticeable pincushion distortion
(1.25%) appeared at 30mm. Exposure at the film plane
was accurate at 15mm with underexposure of about 2⁄3 stop
at maximum aperture due to light falloff; less than 1⁄10 stop
under/overexposure from f/4 to f/16, and 1⁄2 stop underex-
posure at f/22. At 30mm, exposure was also accurate
with 1⁄2 stop underexposure at maximum aperture due to
light falloff; less than 1⁄10 stop over/underexposure
between f/5.6 and f/22; and 1⁄2 stop underexposure
at f/27.

At the closest focusing distance of 113⁄4 inches at 15mm
(1:9.85), centers were sharp at every aperture. At f/4 and
f/5.6, we recorded 99 lines/mm—an unusually strong per-
formance. As is common with ultrawides, corner sharpness
dropped dramatically—in this case, into the poor range
from f/3.5 to f/5.6, acceptable at f/8, and good from
f/11 to f/22. Optimum performance was at f/11. At the
20mm closest focusing distance of 111⁄4 inches (1:7.3),
center sharpness was excellent from f/3.8 to f/16, and
very good at f/22. Corners showed poor sharpness from
f/3.8 to f/8; acceptable at f/11, and good from f/16 to 

Sigma 15–30mm f/3.5–4.5 
EX DG AF

From 15mm to 30mm in an affordable zoom?
You’d better believe it!
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